
Abhainn Rí 

 

Just at the Pollaphuca Reservoir Niamh and Joe manage their farm and the holiday house with 

a fantastic view over the lake and the mountains. Based in the middle of the Wicklow 

Mountains it is perfect for example for trips to Glendalough or Kildare. It is a 

recommendation by the editorial office. 

Niamh and Joe love their area just as much as they love to host people from all over the 

world. They spoil their guests not just with excellent equipped and modern holiday houses or 

a spectacular view but with culinary delicacies which are almost all from their own farm. 

Especially the bread delighted the guests. “Twenty-five years ago I tried to bake bread”, 

laughed Niamh as she refilled some tea. “After many attempts I had the right mixture.” Today 

it is of course a secret recipe but we were allowed to print it for our readers. Who is interested 

in Irish cuisine can order a multi-course menu at Niamh.  

As old as the bread recipe is the marriage of Niamh and ‘Joe. Since 25 years they are married 

and manage the agribusiness on their big farm. Donkeys, goats, cows, a large variety of fowl 

and of course sheep belong to it and live on the area, which extend to the lake. Before the lake 

has been retained to generate electricity their fields even reached to the river. In some ways 

the guests can participate at the farm life. Especially for kids it is an unforgettable event. 

Children from the city gain experience in unknown areas through the preoccupation with all 

the small and big animals which they never would have had. Everything comes from its origin 

and not from the supermarket. You can also hike through all the fields and meadows. 

Therefore there are build special openings in the fences and a detailed plan leads you to the 

water. In the face of the naturalness it is recommended to wear sturdy shoes. Furthermore you 

should pay attention to the animals on the meadows and maybe forgo the bulls. You never 

know… 

Joe’s second profession is electrician and Niamh worked as a trainer for computer software. 

Today she applies herself to the guests and the development of the 160-year old farmhouse, 

which will soon shine in new brightness. In the reconstructed house new apartments shall be 

realized. A complex project which also sustains and continue the family tradition. 

Joe’s father has been a classical storyteller. And Joe inherited some of that. After initial 

reservation Joe began to tell anecdotes of the area. About the celtic high cross, this lies behind 

the stables on the lawn. The stone cutter from the time of early Christianization had come far 

with his work when the long part of the cross broke. So all the effort had been in vain and the 

worker left. The cross has been carved off granite and has an overall length of three meters. 

Some archeologists have scientifically documented it. It is known as the Ballintubber Cross. 

At this time the town lied at a pilger route from Glendalough to Kildare. You can still follow 

this route today.  

The term “Ballintubber” means “country of the springs”. So it is not surprisingly that Niamh 

and Joe have their own spring which provides them perfect water.  

The address: Abhainn rí, Ballintober, Hollywood, Co. Wicklow. Tel.: 00353 45867147. 

For further information, pictures and a blog visit the lovely featured website www.abhainn-

ri.com. 


